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Virginia Western Community College 
ENG 275 

Women in Literature 

Prerequisites 
ENG 112, ENG 113, or departmental approval 

 
Course Description 

 

Examines literary texts by women writers from diverse time periods, genres, and 
authors. Develops skills of close reading and literary analysis through analysis of texts within 
their historical, cultural, social, and/or literary contexts. Explores how women's experiences 
have shaped their literary contributions, the cultural forces affecting their lives, and how they 
have used writing to shape their cultures. 

 

General Course Purpose 
 

ENG 275 introduces traditions in literature by women writers. This course focuses on the skills 
of close reading, interpretation, and literary analysis. 

 
 
Semester Credits: 3                                 Lecture Hours: 3 

 

Required Materials 
 

1. Internet access 
2. Canvas 
3. Computer 

 

Textbooks: 
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros ISBN9780679734772 
Survey of Women’s Literature  – 

OER Textbook 

Additional Open Educational Resources 

 

Other Required Materials: 
None 

 

https://viva.pressbooks.pub/womenlit/
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Course Outcomes 
 

Critical Thinking • Evaluate, interpret, and use 
information, ideas and arguments from 
a variety of perspectives (including the 
written arguments of others) to 
analyze complex issues 

• Interpret and combine information to 
reach and/or evaluate well-reasoned 
conclusions 

Written Communication • Construct evidence-based writing 
about literary texts 

• Develop and explain complex ideas in 
writing 

Cultural and Civic Engagement • Critique the impact of historical, social, 
and cultural events, including social 
and political activism, affecting women 
of different races, ethnicities, and 
cultures, including understandings of 
gender 

• Develop a framework for 
understanding civic values and 
responsibilities as conveyed in 
women’s literature 

 

Inquiry 
• Construct and explore meaningful 

questions about diverse human and 
gendered experiences through literary 
study 

Historical and social contexts • Explain connections between literary 
texts and related historical, social, and 
literary contexts 
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Close Reading and Critical Analysis • Analyze literary texts using 
appropriate vocabulary and a variety 
of methodological approaches and 
perspectives, exploring the ways 
literary texts reflect and challenge 
cultural values, beliefs, and 
understandings of gender 

Literary Analysis • Support interpretations of literary texts 
with valid textual evidence and use 
appropriate scholarly sources to 
further inquiry into literary texts 

Writing • Compose well-organized writing of 
literary analysis that features 
substantial, logical, and concrete 
development of ideas with 
appropriate documentation 

 
 
 
 

Major Topics to be Included 
 

Critical Thinking 
Written Communication 
Cultural and Civic Engagement 
Literary Traditions 
Inquiry 
Historical and social contexts 
Close Reading and Critical Analysis 
Literary Analysis 
Writing 
 
Notes to Instructors: 
 

ADA Statement (PDF) 
Title IX Statement (PDF) 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.virginiawestern.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FSyllabus-Statement_ADA.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAWebb%40virginiawestern.edu%7Ce2aec006115b479f2b6b08dd528f6978%7Cc5b90a433b0c420d810f26a8f7f351c8%7C1%7C0%7C638757498077813306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qDH036Zg%2Bd760VVW%2BX98s%2B5%2BzVhuEggTAbi31vL%2Br3M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.virginiawestern.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2FSyllabus-Statement_Title-IX-2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAWebb%40virginiawestern.edu%7Ce2aec006115b479f2b6b08dd528f6978%7Cc5b90a433b0c420d810f26a8f7f351c8%7C1%7C0%7C638757498077834451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7QJR7iTQJJBXcBwoxMIjP3is2J5M4xse1wrDzQ%2B6cVg%3D&reserved=0

